
	 GEORGIA STATE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
@GSU_WBB    |   @CoachGeneHill  |   @GSUPanthers 

2022-23

GEORGIA STATE (4-5, 0-0 SBC) vs.  CLEMSON (5-3, 0-0 ACC)
Sunday, December 4 • 2:00 p.m. ET • GSU Convocation Center

2022-23 RECORDS
Georgia State: 4-5, 0-0 Sun Belt	
	 H: 2-1, A: 0-4, N: 2-0
Clemson: 5-3, 0-0 ACC
	 H: 4-1, A: 2-2

GEORGIA STATE HEAD COACH
Gene Hill (Coker, 1997)
Record at GSU: 53-69 (5th Year)

SERIES RECORD
Georgia State leads the overall series 1-0.

LAST MEETING
Georgia State 82, Clemson 75, Nov. 22, 
2008 in the Sports Arena.

2022-23 Roster
	 Pos 	 # 	 Name............................................... Ht  	 Cl. 	 PPG 	 RPG 	
	 G	 0	 Zay Dyer.......................................... 6-1	 Fr.	 6.6	 6.1	
	 F	 1	 Jenae Dublin................................. 6-2	 Jr.	 6.7	 4.4	
	 G	 2	 Mikyla Tolivert............................... 5-6	 So.	 13.6	 4.6	
	 G	 5	 Ciara Smith.................................... 5-9	 Jr.	 0	 0	
	 G	 10	 Kamryn Dziak................................ 5-8	 Sr.	 0	 0	
	 F	 11	 Deasia Merrill................................ 6-1	 R-Jr.	 12.9	 7.6	
	 G	 12	 Tehya Lyons................................... 5-7	 R-Sr.	 8.0	 1.6	
	 G	 13	 Nyla Jean........................................ 5-4	 So.	 8.2	 2.3	
	 F	 20	 Alyssa Phillip................................. 6-0	 So.	 4.0	 4.3	
	 G	 23	 Mya Byrd......................................... 5-8	 Jr.	 5.3	 1.6	
	 F	 35	 Hannah Sadler.............................. 6-3	 R-Sr..	 0	 0	
	 F	 33	 Christeina Bryan........................... 6-1	 Jr.	 2.4	 1.1	
 	 F	 55	 Alex Gitchenko............................. 5-11	 So.	 0	 0

AT THE TIP:
>Georgia State hosts Clemson for the 
second time in school history.
>The last meeting between the two teams 
was in 2008 when the Panthers defeated 
the Tigers 82-75. 

DOUBLE DEASIA: 
Deasia Merrill recorded two double- 
doubles and scored a career high in last 
weeks four games. Merrill recorded 
her first career double-double against 
Winthrop with 11 points and rebounds. 
Her second double-double of the week 
came in the win against St. Bonaventure 
with 14 points and 13 rebounds. She 
scored a career high of 21 points leading 
the Panthers to victory over Bellarmine.
She missed a third double by two 
rebounds agaisnt Chattanooga 
Wednesday night. 

MAKING MOVES MIKYLA: 
Mikyla Tolivert scored a career high of 
22 points in the win against St. Bonaven-
ture. She also scored 19 points against 
Bellarmine to help the Panthers win 
66-52. The past three games she has shot 
100% from the free throw line for 16 
points. 
She tied her career high of 22 points in 
the loss against Chattanooga, which led 
all scorers.

NEW DIGS: 
The new home court for Panther basket-
ball is the 7,500-seat GSU Convocation 
Center. Located on campus at the corner 
of Capitol Avenue and Fulton Street, 

just a few hundred yards from Center 
Parc Stadium, the new venue is quite an 
upgrade from the 3,854-seat GSU Sports 
Arena that housed the program from 1973 
through last season. The Panthers will 
played their first regular-season game in 
the GSU Convocation Center on Monday, 
Nov. 7 vs. Agnes Scott.

BREAKING RECORDS
> Georgia State broke four program single 
game records in their season opener 
against Agnes Scott.
> The Panthers scored 114 points in the 
game which broke the previous record of 
111 set in 2009 for points in a single game 
in program history.
> Broke the program record for most 
steals in a single game in program history 
with 32 steals, previously 28. 
> Broke the win margin, winning by 85, 
previously 65 points. 
> Made 50 field goals in a single game. 
> The Panthers shot 62.5 percent from 
the field, tied for second-best mark in 
school history, along with 25 assists and 
totaled 92 points in the paint, a whopping 
64 points off turnovers and 41 on the fast 
break.

UP NEXT:
The Panthers will travel up 75 to take on 
Kennesaw State Saturday, Dec. 10 at 2:00 
p.m..

GENERAL INFORMATION
Full Name	 Georgia State University
Location	 Atlanta, Ga.
Founded	 1913
Enrollment	 52,000
Nickname	 Panthers
Colors	 Blue & White
Affiliation	 NCAA Division I
Conference	 Sun Belt Conference
President	 Dr. M. Brian Blake
Director of Athletics	 Charlie Cobb
Home Court	 GSU Convocation Center
	 Year Opened	 2022-23
	 Capacity	 7,500

BASKETBALL HISTORY
First Season of NCAA Basketball	 1963-64
Joined Sun Belt Conference	 2013-14
NCAA Tournaments	 3 (0-3 Record)
	 2001 (Round of 64)
	 2002 (Round of 64)
	 2003 (Round of 64)
NIT Appearances	 2 (2002, 2014)
WBI Appearances	 1 (2019)
Conference Regular-Season Titles	
	
Conference Tournament Titles	 3
	 200, 2002, 2003
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2022-23 SCHEDULE

Oct. 30	 EMORY (Exh.)................................... W(-)
Nov. 7	 AGNES SCOTT......................W(114-31)
Nov. 10	 at Georgia Tech.......................L(66-48)
Nov. 13	 at Florida State........................L(75-70)
Nov. 15	 at Florida A&M........................L(64-57)
Nov. 21	 WINTHROP............................. W(68-45)
Nov. 23	 at Cleveland State..................L(53-57)
Nov. 25	 vs. St. Bonaventure.............. W(66-51)
Nov. 26	 vs. Bellarmine........................ W(66-52)
Nov. 30	 CHATTANOOGA......................L(74-60)
Dec. 4	 CLEMSON...................................... 2 p.m.
Dec. 10	 at Kennesaw State..................... 2 p.m.
Dec. 19	 NORTH ALABAMA....................12 p.m.
Dec. 20	 LAGRANGE.................................12 p.m.
Dec. 29	 at Louisiana*................................ 7 p.m.
Dec. 31	 at ULM*........................................12 p.m.
Jan. 5	 SOUTH ALABAMA................ 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 7	 TROY............................................... 2 p.m.
Jan. 12	 at Texas State.............................12 p.m.
Jan. 14	 at James Madison...................... 4 p.m.
Jan. 19	 COASTAL CAROLINA........... 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 21	 OLD DOMINION.......................... 2 p.m.
Jan. 26	 APPALACHIAN STATE.......... 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 28	 JAMES MADISON....................... 2 p.m.
Feb. 2	 at Georgia Southern................. 6 p.m.
Feb. 4	 at Marshall..................................... 1 p.m 
Feb. 9	 at Appalachian State.......... 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 11	 at Old Dominion........................ 2 p.m.
Feb. 16	 SOUTHERN MISS......................11 a.m.
Feb. 18	 MARSHALL................................... 2 p.m.
Feb. 22	 at Coastal Carolina..................... 6 p.m.
Feb. 24	 GEORGIA SOUTHERN.......... 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 28	 Sun Belt Championship
	 Pensacola, Fla.

GAME-BY-GAME STARTING LINEUPS
AGNES SCOTT............................... 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 LYONS	 BRYAN
at Georgia Tech............................ 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 LYONS	 BRYAN
at Florida State............................. 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 LYONS	 BRYAN
at Florida A&M.............................. 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 JEAN	 MERRILL
WINTHROP..................................... 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 JEAN	 MERRILL
at  Cleveland St............................ 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 JEAN	 MERRILL
vs.  St. Bonaventure.................... 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 JEAN	 MERRILL
vs. Bellarmine................................ 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 JEAN	 MERRILL
CHATTANOOGA........................... 	 DYER	 DUBLIN	 TOLIVERT	 JEAN	 MERRILL
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2022-23 GEORGIA STATE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL ROSTER (ALPHABETICAL)

No.	 Player............................................Pos	 Ht	 Cl	 Hometown/High School/Previous School
	 33	 Christeina Bryan............................... F	 6-1	 Jr.	 St. Thomas, Jamaica/Camperdown/Arizona Western
	 23	 Mya Byrd..........................................G	 5-8	 Jr.	 Ashburn, Ga./Turner County/Columbia(Tenn.) State	
	 1	 Jenae Dublin................................. G/F	 6-2	 Jr.	 Suitland, Md. / Gwynn Park / Iona
	 0	 Zay Dyer........................................... F	 6-2	 Fr.	 Atlanta, Ga/Maynard Jackson
	 10	 Kamryn Dziak..................................G	 5-8	 Sr.	 Amherst, Ohio / Steele
	 55	 Alex Gitchenko................................ F	 5-11	 So.	 Ashdod, Israel
	 13	 Nyla Jean..........................................G	 5-4	 So.	 Tampa, Fla. / Plant
	 12	 Tehya Lyons.....................................G	 5-7	 R-Sr.	 Norcross, Ga. / Norcross / Pittsburgh
	 11	 Deasia Merrill................................... F	 6-1	 R-Jr.	 Villa Rica, Ga. / Villa Rica / Kentucky
	 20	 Alyssa Phillip................................... F	 6-0	 So.	 Norcross, Ga. / Wesleyan
	 35	 Hannah Sadler.................................. F	 6-3	 R-Sr.	 Lilburn, Ga. / Parkview / Old Dominion
	 5	 Ciara Smith.......................................G	 5-9	 Jr..	 Atlanta, Ga. / Riverwood
	 2	 Mikyla Tolivert.................................G	 5-6	 So.	 Melbourne, Fla. / Palm Bay

2022-23 GEORGIA STATE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL ROSTER (NUMERICAL)

No.	 Player............................................Pos	 Ht	 Cl	 Hometown/H.S./Previous School
	 0	 Zay Dyer........................................... F	 6-2	 Fr.	 Atlanta, Ga/Maynard Jackson
	 1	 Jenae Dublin................................. G/F	 6-2	 Jr..	 Suitland, Md. / Gwynn Park / Iona
	 2	 Mikyla Tolivert.................................G	 5-6	 So..	 Melbourne, Fla. / Palm Bay
	 5		  Ciara Smith.......................................G	 5-9	 Jr..	 Atlanta, Ga. / Riverwood
	 10	 Kamryn Dziak..................................G	 5-8	 Sr.	 Amherst, Ohio / Steele
	 11	 Deasia Merrill................................... F	 6-1	 R-Jr.	 Villa Rica, Ga. / Villa Rica / Kentucky
	 12	 Tehya Lyons.....................................G	 5-7	 R-Sr..	 Norcross, Ga. / Norcross / Pittsburgh
	 13	 Nyla Jean..........................................G	 5-4	 So.	 Tampa, Fla. / Plant
	 20	 Alyssa Phillip................................... F	 6-0	 So.	 Norcross, Ga. / Wesleyan
	 23	 Mya Byrd..........................................G	 5-8	 Jr.	 Ashburn, Ga./Turner County/Columbia(Tenn.) State	
	 33	 Christeina Bryan............................... F	 6-1	 Jr.	 Saint Thomas, Jamaica/Camperdown/Arizona Western
	 35	 Hannah Sadler.................................. F	 6-3	 R-Sr.	 Lilburn, Ga. / Parkview / Old Dominion
	 55	 Alex Gitchenko................................ F	 5-11	 So.	 Ashdod, Israel

COACHING STAFF

Head Coach:	 Gene Hill (Coker (S.C.) College, 1997), 		
5th Year at GSU
Assistant Coach:	 Jon Bollier (Piedmont College, 2009)
Assistant Coach:	 Shanasa Sanders (Stetson, 2013)

Dir. Of Operations:	 Felicia Tucker (North Carolina, 2002)
Graduate Assistant:	 Kennedy Burks
Graduate Assistant:	 Theresa Ekhelar
Graduate Assistant:	 Allenia Ponder

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Jenae Dublin	 juh-NAY
Kamryn Dziak	 ZEE-ack
Alex Gitchencko	 git-CHENK-oh
Nyla Jean	 NIGH-luh GENE
Tehya Lyons	 tuh-HI-uh
Deasia Merrill	 DEE-Asia
Ciara Smith	 KEER-uh
Mikyla Tolivert	 muh-KY-luh TAH-liv-ert
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33
CHRISTEINA
BRYAN
F • 6-1, Jr.
St. Thomas, Jamaica

23
MYA
BYRD
G • 5-8, Jr.
Ashburn, Ga.

1
JENAE
DUBLIN
G/F • 6-2, Jr.
Suitland, Md.

0
XAVIERA
DYER
F • 6-2, Fr.
Atlanta, Ga.

10
KAMYRN
DZIAK
G • 5-8, Sr.
Amherst, Ohio.

55
ALEX
GITCHENKO
F • 5-11, So.
Ashdod, Israel

13
NYLA
JEAN
G • 5-4, So.
Tampa, Fla.

12
TEHYA
LYONS
G• 5-7, R- Sr.
Norcorss, Ga.

11
DEASIA
MERRILL
F • 6-1, R-Jr.
Villa Rica, Ga.

20
ALYSSA
PHILLIP
F • 6-0, So.
Norcross, Ga.

35
HANNAH
SADLER
F • 6-3, R-Sr.
Lilburn, Ga.

5
CIARA
SMITH
G • 5-9, Jr.
Atlanta, Ga

GENE
HILL
Head Coach

JON
BOLLIER
Assistant Coach

SHANASA
SANDERS
Assistant Coach

FELICIA
TUCKER
Director of Operations

2
MIKYLA
TOLIVERT
G • 5-6, So.
Melbourne, Fla.
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the 2001-02 season. 

The Bulldogs’ resurgence to the upper tier of the 
Horizon League was due in large part to the talent 
that Hill accumulated at Butler. His first recruiting 
class included Jackie Closser and Ellen Hamilton, two 
players who scored 1,000 points in their Butler careers. 
Additionally, the Bulldogs landed at least one player on 
the Horizon League’s All-Newcomer Team in each of 
Hill’s four years as recruiting coordinator. 

Hill was the head women’s basketball coach at USC 
Spartanburg from 1999-01. While in Spartanburg, 
he recruited three USA Today Honorable Mention 
All-Americans and the 2000-01 Peach Belt Conference 
Freshman of the Year. 

From 1997-99, Hill served as an assistant women’s 
basketball coach at Lander (S.C.) University. He helped 
lead the Bearcats to their first Peach Belt Conference 
Tournament championship and earned an NCAA 
Division II Tournament bid. 

Hill graduated from Coker (S.C.) College with a degree 
in physical education in 1997. He grew up just outside 
of Atlanta in LaGrange, Ga.

While at Coker, Hill played for the Cobras’ basketball 
team for one season and also served as the assistant 
women’s basketball coach for three seasons. 

Hill has been invited to attend The Villa 7 Consortium 
multiple times in Beaverton, Ore., a group of women’s 
basketball assistant coaches who are considered to 
be the next generation of rising head coaches in the 
country. 

Hill and his wife, Heidi, have two children: daughter, 
Genevieve Ashlynn and son Guy Alexander. 

With a long track record of winning and ties to 
Atlanta, NC State assistant coach and recruiting 
coordinator Gene Hill was named the head women’s 
basketball coach at Georgia State University by 
Director of Athletics Charlie Cobb on April 19, 
2018.

In his fourth season, Hill finished the 2021-22 
campaign 13-16 overall and 10th in the Sun Belt. 
The team held an overall GPA of 3.38, and earned 
numerous individual accolades with eleven
members of the Honor Roll, six members of the 
Dean’s List, and two members of the President’s
List.

Hill navigated the Covid-19 environment 
throughout a challenging 2020-21 season, leading 
GSU to a winning season for the second time in his 
first three years. The Panthers won the final three 
games of the regular season to earn the No. 2 seed 
in the East at the conference tournament. It was 
the first time the program had earned a No. 2 seed 
since 2001. Taylor Hosendove earned All-Sun Belt 
Third Team honors after ranking 11th in the league 
in scoring and fifth in rebounding.

He led one of the youngest teams in NCAA D-I 
in 2019-20 with six freshmen averaging at least 
10 minutes per game. The Panthers defeated New 
Mexico State on Nov. 29 in El Paso, Texas for the 
program’s 600th win.Senior Shaq Miller-McCray 
ranked in the NCAA D-I Top 25 with 71 blocked 
shots on the season and redshirt junior Jada Lewis 
became the 22nd Panther all-time to reach 1,000 
career points.

In his first season at Georgia State, Hill led the 
Panthers to a historic season, going 17-14 (11-7 
Sun Belt) and earning a bid to the WBI, GSU’s 
first postseason appearance since 2003. Hill’s first 
year marked the winningest season in GSU history 
since 2003-04. The seven win improvement in 
conference play from the previous year ranked fifth 
in Division-I and the team’s 11 Sun Belt wins was 
the most conference wins for GSU since 2004-05. 
Jada Lewis earned All-Sun Belt honors along with 
Allison Johnson and Johnson was named Sun Belt 
Newcomer of the Year. The Panthers set a school 
single-season record for most 3-pointers made.

Following five successful seasons helping lead 
the Wolfpack to a 112-52 record, including three 
NCAA Tournament appearances, Hill becomes the 
11th head coach of the Panthers in program history. 
Hill is coming off his most successful season in 

Raleigh, as the Wolfpack went 26-9 and advanced 
to the Sweet 16 of the NCAA Tournament.

In his first season at NC State (2013-14), Hill 
helped lead the Wolfpack to a 25-8 record, a 
fourth-place finish in the ACC standings, and an 
NCAA Tournament appearance. After an 18-15 
campaign in 2014-15 and a 20-11 season in 2015-
16, Hill helped lead the Wolfpack to the NCAA 
Tournament Round of 32 in 2016-17 with an 
impressive 23-9 record (12-4 ACC).

He played a large role in mentoring 2017 All-ACC 
guards Miah Spencer and Dominique Wilson, both 
of whom were seniors during the successful 2016-
17 season, eclipsed the 1,000-point mark at NC 
State, and went on to play professionally overseas 
following graduation.

Prior to his five years at NC State, Hill worked 
at Georgia Tech from 2009-12 as the Yellow 
Jackets made four consecutive trips to the NCAA 
Tournament, including the program’s first Sweet 16 
appearance in 2012.

Hill was heavily involved in the player development 
of three WNBA draft picks between 2010-12, 
including first-rounders Alex Montgomery and 
Sasha Goodlett at Georgia Tech.

“I couldn’t be more excited to have the opportunity 
to lead Georgia State Women’s Basketball into the 
future, and to join the Georgia State family,” Hill 
said. “Throughout this process, it was clear to me 
that Charlie, Kelcey and the team are committed 
to excellence both on and off the court, which 
has been staples of programs I’ve been a part of 
throughout my career. I’m excited to hit the ground 
running and to lead a program that the University 
and local communities will be proud of.”

Hill was one of just 14 assistant coaches from 
around the country chosen to participate in 
Advocates for Athletic Equity’s (AAE) annual 
“Achieving Coaching Excellence” (ACE) 
Professional Development Program for basketball 
coaches in June 2016. The program is recognized 
as helping to boost the careers of some of the top 
minority coaches in the college game.

Prior to joining the Yellow Jackets, Hill served six 
seasons on the Butler women’s basketball staff, 
including two years as associate head coach. He 
worked as the Bulldogs’ recruiting coordinator and 
assisted with on-court coaching. 

Hill joined coach Beth Couture’s first Butler staff 
in 2002 after serving as the interim head women’s 
basketball coach at East Carolina University during 

HEAD COACH GENE HILL AT-A-GLANCE

Playing Career

1993-94	 Coker (MBB)

Coaching Career

1994-97	 Coker (WBB)                            Assistant Coach

1997-99	 Lander                                      Assistant Coach

1999-00 	 USC Upstate (Head Coach)     5-21

2000-01 	 USC Upstate (Head Coach)     7-19

2001-02	 East Carolina                            Interim Head Coach

2002-07	 Butler                                        Assistant Coach

2007-09	 Butler                                        Associate Head Coach

2009-12	 Georgia Tech                            Assistant Coach

2012-18	 NC State                                    Assistant Coach

2018-19	 Georgia State (Head Coach)   17-14

2019-20	 Georgia State (Head Coach)    8-21

2020-21	 Georgia State (Head Coach)    13-11

2021-22	 Georgia State (Head Coach)    10-16

GSU Record (4th Season)                                    48--62

Career Record (6th Season)                                54-102

HEAD COACH GENE HILL
Fifth Season at Georgia State
Record at GSU:	 48-62
Overall:	 54-102
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HIGHLIGHTS
2022-23
Recorded her first double- double with 10 points and 11 rebounds 
against Winthrop... Contributed 14 points and 7 rebounds against 
Cleveland State...

COMING TO STATE
In her freshman debut Dyer scored 17 pts and shot 80% from the field...
Highly-regarded freshman post player who joins the program after an 
all-state career at Atlanta’s Maynard Jackson High School.
 
HIGH SCHOOL
 GHSA first-team All-State in Class 5A as a senior at Maynard Jackson 
High School … Named to the Georgia Athletic Coaches Association 
(GACA) Class 5A North All-State Team … Named Best Rebounder 
in Class 5A (GHSA) … Honorable Mention All-Georgia (GHSA) … 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution All-Metro for Atlanta/South Fulton … Led 
her team to the Elite Eight of the state playoffs … Scored a team-high 24 
points in 54-50 upset over eventual state champion Woodward during 
the regular season … 2021-22 Preseason All-State and Atlanta Tipoff 
Club Preseason Watch List.

ZAY DYER
Fr. | Forward | 6-2
Atlanta, Ga.
Maynard Jackson

#0



2022-23 GEORGIA STATE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

GeorgiaStateSports.com

HIGHLIGHTS

2022-23
Scored 12 pts in season opener against Agnes Scott accumulating 19 
minutes... Scored a career high of 16 points against FAMU (11/15)...Grabbed a 
career high of 13 rebounds in game vs. Cleveland State... 

2021-22
In her first season at GSU after transferring from Iona ... Played in 17 games 
as a sophomore. Averaged 2 ppg and 1.8 rpg across 7.8 mpg...Season highs 
of eight points and six rebounds in win over Brewton-Parker ... Also grabbed 
six rebounds vs. Life University ... Scored six points off the bench at Coastal 
Carolina...

2020-21 (Iona)
MAAC Rookie of the Week... Played in 14 games, making 12 starts... 
Averaged 6.1 ppg and 3.4 rpg across 20.9 mpg... Scored in double figures 
three times, including a career-best 15 points in win at Monmouth (Mar. 
4)... Led the team with 20 blocked shots and pulled down a team-high 20 
offensive rebounds.

Prep
Played at Gwynn Park High School and with Elevate Elite... Named to the 
Prince George’s Sentinel All-County Team after averaging 20.8 points and 
9.7 rebounds per game in her senior season... Earned Co-Player of the Year 
honors in her division... Prior to the 2019-20 season, Dublin was highlighted 
by The Washington Post as a “Player to Watch” in the state of Maryland.

JENAE DUBLIN
Jr. | G/F | 6-2
Suitland, Md.
Gywnn Park HS/Iona

#1
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HIGHLIGHTS

2022-23
Junior transfer from Western Arizona CC...scored 15 points against Agnes 
Scott shooting 100% from the field... 

CHRISTEINA BRYAN 
Jr. | Guard | 6-1
St. Thomas, Jamaica 
Camperdown/Arizona Western

#14
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HIGHLIGHTS
2022-23
Talented guard who joins the program as a junior college transfer from 
Columbia (Tenn.) State Community College...Contributed 13 points and 5 
assists in win against Agnes Scott...
 
JUNIOR COLLEGE
Two-time All-Region VII selection at Columbia State as well as a first-team all-
conference honoree in the Tennessee Community College Athletic Association 
… Averaged 14.9 points, 5.7 rebounds and 4.5 assists in 2021-22 …
 
HIGH SCHOOL
 Four-year starter and three-time, second-team all-state selection at Turner 
County High School … Named the best passer in Class A (Public) by Sandy’s 
Spiel as a senior in 2020 … Honored as All-Region 2-A all four years … 
Region’s Defensive Player of the Year as a sophomore.

MYA BYRD
Jr. | Guard | 5-8
Ashburn, Ga
Turner County/Columbia State (Tenn.)

#23
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HIGHLIGHTS
2022-23
Had eight steals against Agnes Scott, only one shy of the GSU single game 
record of nine...Scored career high of 14 points and led the team against 
Winthrop...Went 6-6 at the free throw line vs Bellarmine contributing 11 
points...

2021-22
Talented freshman who has started 10 games ... Scored 10 points in her 
collegiate debut at Florida ... Followed with 12 points vs. Tennessee State ... In 
a start at Coastal Carolina, she contributed 11 points, four rebounds and three 
steals ... Had 12 points and four rebounds vs. UT Arlington ... Career-high 13 
points vs. Texas State, when she hit 3-of-3 from 3-point range ... Scored nine 
points at Georgia Southern and nine vs. Coastal Carolina ... Sank a pair of free 
throws with four seconds left in overtime to seal 60-57 win at South Alabama.

Prep
Averaged 12.8 points, 3.9 assists, and 3.2 steals per game over her junior and 
senior years… Helped lead Plant to the Class 7A Florida State Championship 
game in 2020.

Personal
Born June 6, 2002 in Tampa... Daughter of Exsencia Gesuale and has two 
siblings, an older sister and younger brother.

NYLA JEAN
So. | Guard | 5-4
Tampa, Fla.
Plant H.S.

#13
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HIGHLIGHTS
2022-23
Beat two season highs and tied one with eight assists, six rebounds and tied 
with 6 rebounds in the seaosn opener against Agnes Scott contributing 16 
points...

2021-22
Point guard averaging 5.0 points per game ... Scored nine points in 
back-to-back games vs. Florida A&M and Tulsa ... Handed out four assists 
vs. Southern Miss ... Scored eight points in win over Georgia Southern ... 
Followed with eight points and a career-high five rebounds in win over 
South Alabama, including 4-for-4 from the free throw line in the overtime 
session ... Six points, three steals and a career-high six rebounds vs. Troy ... 
Season-high 15 points at Georgia Southern ... Handed out five assists and 
grabbed four steals at Troy ... Equaled her season high with 15 points in 
win over ULM.
 
2020-21
Made 22 appearances with seven starts... Averaged 6.1 points, 2.1 assists 
and 1.3 steals per game... Ranked fourth on GSU in points and second 
in both assists and steals per game... Scored double digits four times 
including a season-high 14 points in back-to-back games vs. Tennessee 
State and Furman Dec. 2 and Dec. 6... Matched a career-high five rebounds 
vs. South Alabama Feb. 26... Career-high seven assists vs. Furman Dec. 6. 

2019-20
Averaged 5.6 points and ranked second on the team in steals while 
making 18 starts and 27 appearances… Played 19.6 minutes per game… 
Scored a season-high 21 points vs. Georgia Southern (March 7) and 

TEHYA LYONS
R-Sr.| Guard | 5-7
Norcross, Ga.
Norcross H.S. / Pittsburgh

#12

recorded a season-high four steals at Furman on Dec. 5. 

2018-19 (Pittsburgh)
Sat out her freshman season due to injury.

Prep
Three-star recruit according to ESPN scouting profiles, ranked No. 28 at 
the guard position... Three-time regional champion, state runner-up and 
scholar-athlete award recipient... Named to the GA Region 7A Team of the 
Yearl.

Personal
Born Aug. 18, 2000... Daughter to Barry and Anita Lyons... Has three 
siblings, Maya, Kaija, and Paige.
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HIGHLIGHTS
2022-23
Recorded two double- doubles against Winthrop and St. Bonaventure(11/25)...
Scored career high 21 points against Bellarmine (11/26) shooting 82% from 
the field....

2021-22
Hit the game-winning shot vs. Georgia Southern (Jan. 22). With the clock 
running down in a tie game, she ripped a rebound away from Georgia 
Southern and sank a short baseline as time expired for the 58-56 win ... 
Equalled her career-high with 12 points vs. Tennessee State ... Also in double 
figures vs. Chattanooga (10) and Charleston Southern (10) ... Grabbed three 
steals at Florida ... Seven points, seven rebounds and three blocked shots in 
win over South Alabama ... Scored 11 points and blocked two shots vs. Troy 
... Contributed 11 points and six rebounds at Louisiana ... Finished the regular 
season with a career-high 16 points, along with six rebounds, in win at ULM.

2020-21
Played in 17 games her first season with the Panthers, averaging 9.7 minutes, 
3.7 points, and 2.9 rebounds per game... Her 15 blocks ranked fourth on the 
team... Scored season-high 12 points in 18 minutes of action vs. Appalachian 
State Jan. 23 to go with five rebounds and three blocks... Season-high six 
rebounds in 14 minutes at Troy Feb. 19. 

2019-20 (Kentucky)
Missed the season due to a knee injury.

High School
Four-star prospect according to ESPN.com, ProspectsNation.com and All-Star 
Girls Report … ESPN.com ranked her as the 66th best player in the 2019 class 
and the eighth best at the forward position … Starred at Villa Rica High School 

DEASIA MERRILL
R-Jr.| Forward | 6-1
Villa Rica, Ga.
Villa Rica H.S. / Kentucky
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HIGHLIGHTS
2022-23
Scored season high 12 points off the bench against Agnes Scott...

2021-22
Freshman post player who has started six games ... Leads the team with 38 
offensive rebounds; has more offensive rebounds than defensive (37) ... Has hit 
6-of-13 from 3-point range ... Season-highs of seven points vs. Southern Miss 
and seven rebounds vs. three teams ... Also scored seven points and grabbed 
four rebounds vs. UT Arlington ... Had six points and three rebounds vs. Troy ... 
Had four points and five rebounds at Troy ... Contributed four points and five 
rebounds in overtime win at South Alabama, including an offensive rebound 
and stickback that pulled the Panthers within one with 45 seconds left in 
overtime. 

Prep
Named 2021 Atlanta All-Metro by the Atlanta Tip-Off Club... 2021 Gwinnett 
Tip-Off Club All-County and Scholar-Athlete... 2021 Qwik Cuts Top 25 Private 
Schools at Wesleyan... Totaled 985 points with 600 rebounds in her career 
at Wesleyan... Won the state championship in 2018... Made Honor Roll all 
four years and a member of National Honor Society... Played AAU for FBC 
Hoopstars.

Personal
Born March 18, 2003 in Plainfield, N.J.... Has one sibling, Alison.

ALYSSA PHILLIP
So. | Forward | 6-0
Norcross, Ga.
Wesleyan H.S.
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HIGHLIGHTS
2022-23
Scored a career high of 22 points against St. Bonaventure (11/25)...scored 
19 points against Bellarmine (11/26)...Tied career high of 22 points against 
Chattanooga(11/30)...

2021-22
Freshman who is averaging 4.6 points and 2.3 rebounds off the bench ... 
Scored the go-ahead basket on a driving layup with six seconds left in 
overtime in the Panthers’ 60-57 overtime win at South Alabama. Equaled 
her season high with 13 points and grabbed six rebounds. ... Also scored 
13 points vs. North Alabama ... Had four points and two steals at Troy ... 
Contributed fie points, five rebounds and three steals at Louisiana.

Prep
Florida Dairy Farmer’s Miss Basketball 2020... Florida 5A Player of the Year 
and 5A District 12 Player of the Year... Four-time All-Cape Coast Conference 
and two-time Florida Today Player of the Year... All-State First Team FACA 
and First Team All-Academic (FACA)... First Team All-State FABC... Averaged 
17.3 points and 5.6 rebounds per game as a senior... Scored a prep career-
high 49 points in a game.... Named to the All-Decade Team... Helped lead 
Melbourne to state championship runner-up, three district championships 
and one regional championship... Also competed on varsity volleyball, 
softball and track teams... Two-time district champion in shot put and led 
the softball team in hits and batting average... Played AAU for East Coast 
United, the fourth ranked team in the country.

Personal
Born 1/18/2003 to Ronda Tolivert... Has two siblings, Malyk and Daniel... 
Uncle played football at Florida State.

MIKYLA TOLIVERT
So. | Guard | 5-6
Melbourne, Fla.
Palm Bay H.S.
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HIGHLIGHTS
2022-23
out on injury

2021-22
Freshman from Israel who has moved into the starting lineup, starting the 
last 13 games ... Achieved career highs with nine points and four assists in 
win over South Alabama, including five points and two assists in overtime 
... Followed with eight points six rebounds and four assists vs. Troy ... Scored 
seven points in start at Coastal Carolina ... Added six points vs. Tennessee State 
and Brewton-Parker ... Top rebounding game is seven vs. Florida A&M ... With 
her mother in attendance for the first time, she tied her season high with nine 
points vs. Coastal Carolina.

Personal
Born May 19, 2000 in Israel... Her mother, Oksana, played basketball for the 
Soviet Union and Ukrainian national teams and helped Ukraine to a fourth 
place finish at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta.

ALEX GITCHENKO
Fr. | Forward | 5-11
Ashdod, Israel

#55
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HIGHLIGHTS
AT GEORGIA STATE
Ranks No. 9 in GSU history with 101 career 3-pointers.

2022-23
Out on Injury

2021-22
Played in 26 games and made 19 starts, averaging 4.8 points per game…
Scored in double digits three times… Beat her career season high with 38 
3-pointers, which led the teram and ranked her at 10 in the Sun Belt ... 
Scored a season-high 14 points vs. App State, then she hit four 3-pointers ... 
Scored 12 points vs. Southern Miss, hitting 4-of-6 3-pointers ... Also scored 
12 vs. UT Arlington, when she made 4-of-7 from beyond the arc ... Hit three 
treys in win over Georgia Southern ... Hit her 100th career 3-pointer in 
overtime win at South Alabama... She hit a three in all but six games... 

2020-21
Played in 22 games and made 15 starts, averaging 5.0 points per game... Tied 
for the team lead with 30 3FG made... Made a 3-pointer in all but six games 
and hit nine in the final four games of the season... Scored a career-high 17 
points vs. Furman on Dec. 6, going 6-for-10 from the field and 5-for-8 from 
long range... Tallied a career-best five assists vs. Appalachian State.

KAMRYN DZIAK
Sr. | Guard | 5-8
Amherst, Ohio
Steele HS

#10

2019-20
Made an immediate impact as a freshman, leading the team in 3-pointers 
with 33… Started 22 games and played in all 29 games while averaging 22.6 
minutes… Averaged 4.2 points per game … Recorded at least one made 
3-pointer in 15 of 18 Sun Belt games… Scored a season-high 12 points in her 
collegiate debut against Toledo on four 3-pointers. 

Prep 
Averaged 16.7 points per game her senior season at Steele in Amherst, Ohio... 
All-Ohio Special Mention... Played in both the Greater Cleveland and Ohio 
North-South All-Star games... Named All-District, All-SWC, All-County, 
Lorain County Miss Basketball, and Lorain County player of the Year in 
2019... Set her school record for most 3-pointers in a season and in a single 
game.
 
Personal 
Born Aug. 17, 2000... Daughter to Scott and Judy Dziak.


